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. Body louse = Pediculus hurmanus

f . Head louse = Pediculus capitis
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3.Lice are visible to the naked eye and measure

@ approximately 0.158 cm to 0.317 cm in length.




7. Their life cycle consists of three stages:

f . Egg, Nymph, Adult
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10. In pc n _ nge to that of
the adult, it undergoes three successive moults,

(/ increasing in size at each successive stage.
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Figure 1. Adult body louse and head lice. A. Ventral view of slide-
mounted female head louse; B. Ventral view of slide-mounted male
body louse; C. Dorsal view of ethanol-preserved female head louse; D.
Dorsal view of ethanol-preserved male head louse. All photographs

were taken using a Visionary Digital K2/SC long-distance microscope
(Infinity Photo-Optical Company, Boulder, CO), courtesy of Lorenza
Beati.

doi:10.1371/journal.ppat.1003724.g001
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Pediculusthumanis:
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Table 1. Selected morphological and biological differences between human head and body lice.

CHARACTERISTIC

HEAD LOUSE

BODY LOUSE

Color

Female body length
Male body length
Antenna shape

3? antennal segment
Abdominal indentations
Apices of paratergal plates
No. eggs laid by females
Oviposition site
Longevity of adults

No. bloodmeals

Mitochondrial genetic clades

Darker

24-3.3 mm
2.1-2.6 mm
Shorter and wider
As long as wide
Prominent
Extending into intersegmental membranes
4-5/day

Base of head hairs
Up to 27 days
4-10/day

A B, C

Lighter

24-3.6 mm

2.3-3.0 mm

Longer and narrower

Slightly longer than wide

Not prominent

Not extending into intersegmental membranes
8-12/day

Clothing fibers esp. along seams
Up to 60 days

1-5/day

A

doi:10.1371/journal.ppat.1003724.t001




(Pediculus hamanus capitatus)

al to the base of
a hair shaft, frec 1 the ears or on the
nape of the nech.

v


https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/pharmacology-toxicology-and-pharmaceutical-science/parasitosis
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https://content.ces.ncsu.edu/catalog/series/233/
https://content.ces.ncsu.edu/biology-and-control-of-human-lice

